Antitumor antibiotics rhodilunancins A and B were isolated from a culture of Streptomyces violaceus var. lunanensis var. n. No. 1289 by acidic acetone extraction of mycelia and purified by silica gel chromatography.
In the course of our screening for new antitumor antibiotics, a Streptonryces strain, Streptomyces vioaceus var. lunanensis var. n. No. 1289 isolated from soil sample collected at Lunan county, Yunnan province, was found to produce two anthracycline antibiotics, rhodilunancins A (I) and B (II) (Fig. 1) . Strain No. 1289 was cultured in a fermentor containing a medium of the following composition: soluble starch 1.5%, dextrin 1.5%, glucose 1.5%, soybean meal 1.2%, peptone 0.5% yeast extract 0.5%, (NH4)2SO4 0.25 %, NaCl 0.2 %, KH2PO4 0.02 %, CaCO3 0.3 %, MgSO4 0.02 %. The cultivation was carried out at 28°C for 4 days.
The antibiotics in the mycelia were extracted with acidic acetone. The extracts were concentrated in vacuo to remove acetone and reextracted with ethyl acetate. The basic glycosides were separated from the aglycone by extraction with aqueous acid (pH 3). The acidic solution was adjusted to pH 8 and extracted with ethyl acetate. The extracts were concentrated to dryness and chromatographed on a column of silica gel (Qing Dao Guei Qiu 80~ 120 mesh) and developed with chloroform -methanol The same CD curves of III and 1-rhodomycinone indicated the same configuration at the chiral centers (9R,10R)6) (Fig. 4) . showed the presence of forty carbons (Fig. 7) .
It was shown that I had twenty carbons corresponding to r-rhodomycinone; twenty carbons corresponding to one mol of rhodosamine and two mol of rhodinose (Table 4 
